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W h a t  a r e  F S C  a n d  P E F C ?

For our furry friends…

T h e  new    K r o m o p a k 

Safe and innovative

The main emphasis of the pharmaceutical industry 
in product development is on the safety of the end 
consumer. Defining and implementing safety ele-
ments is an essential part of the development of 
packaging applications. 

These elements range from affixing tamper-proof 
features and Braille, including child safety mea-
sures, through to guaranteeing stability of form 
and protection of the contents despite multiple 
daily use. Only a specially developed, high-quality 
cartonboard can cope with such complex require-
ments.

Eight letters – One answer

It was in this context that the MM cartonboard 
mill Kolicevo (Slovenia) decided to further deve-
lop the ”Kromopak“ cartonboard grade already 
established and recognised in the pharmaceutical 
packaging sector. Kromopak is appreciated for its 
applications with its whiteness, smoothness and 
gloss. With an eye on new and future requirements, 
the further development naturally focused on en-
hancing thickness, stiffness and tensile strength 
as well as tear resistance of Kromopak. 

The high target values were achieved through im-
provements in material processing and the results 
compared to the previous Kromopak are an incre-
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Safety, high information value and ease of use are written large in the development of packaging solutions for the pharmaceu-
tical industry. In a persuasive way, our new Kromopak easily meets the increasing demands placed on cartonboard by the phar-
maceutical sector and reveals itself as a reliable spearing partner in implementing specific packaging standards.

ase in thickness and stiffness of 5% and tensile 
strength and tear resistance of 15%. 

Sustainable arguments

Several folding carton manufacturers have already 
come to appreciate the enhanced qualities of the 
new Kromopak and testimony to this are the words 
of Peter Ivancic, managing director of Tiskarna 
Novo mesto, a company specialising in the produc-
tion of pharmaceutical packaging: 

“One feature of the new Kromopak is greater stiff-
ness and thickness and they have managed to main-
tain the excellent values it had in terms of whiteness, 
opacity and gloss.”  

In particular, Peter Ivancic pointed out, that the 
new Kromopak allows Braille texts to be further en-
hanced, thus meeting the requirements for precise 
Braille embossing at its best. 
Let the new MM cartonboard quality of our Kolicevo 
mill convince you!

COMM    E N T  BY   H E I N Z  T R AU  S S N I G

Focus on consumer protection
Consumer protection has always high priority in the cartonboard and folding car-
ton industry. Prompt, efficient action in the interest of consumers and their health 
is once again demonstrated in the debate on adhesives used in folding boxboard 
production. 

DiBP (Diisobutyl Phthalate) belongs to the group 
of phthalates that can be added to synthetic mate-
rials as ’softeners’ to make them more flexible. 

Beyond that they are utilized in the paint and ad-
hesive industry as well as in medical applications 
(PVC bags and tubes). 
 
In order to keep any migration of DiBP from food 
packaging to the packaged foodstuff as low as 
possible, the paper and cartonboard producing 
and processing industries have voluntarily agreed 
in replacing adhesives containing DiBP by other 
materials. The German BfR (Federal Office of Risk 
Evaluation) has recommended a reference value of 
max. 1 mg/kg foodstuff (=0.0001%) and from 2010 
of max. 0.3 mg/kg.  

Softeners in synthetic materials

In plastic materials softeners are used in many dif-
ferent fields of applications. For instance PVC bags 
and tubes used in hospitals contain up to 42% 
(=420.000 mg/kg) of phthalates. The use of addi-
tives in plastic materials which come into contact 
with food is regulated by law on the basis of the 
European Directive 2002/72. This regulation sets 
out a positive list of raw materials and additives 
and sets the limits of the maximum quantities that 
may migrate into the foodstuff.

Ongoing reduction in cartonboard 

Due to the lack of specific thresholds for paper and 
cartonboard, the paper and cartonboard industries 

have applied the limit values stipulated for plastic 
materials for its own internal assessments and met 
those or were even significantly below them.

Voluntary commitment with impact

The measures set last year by the European indust-
rial associations are beginning to take effect. Every 
six months German health authorities monitor the 
implementation of the voluntary commitment of the 
paper and cartonboard producing and processing 
industries and recently confirmed how effective the 
measures have been. In the first six months after 
their introduction, official research revealed that the 
average value had dropped by a third. Quick, effici-
ent action to run below current limits for phthalates 
underscores once again the huge importance of ac-
tive consumer protection measures in the European 
paper and cartonboard industry. 

Heinz Traussnig, 
Head of Department for Research & Development 
at MM Karton
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